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Welcome 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

This is the fiŌh biennial internaƟonal research conference hosted by the AssociaƟon for Research in Post-
Compulsory EducaƟon (ARPCE) to promote and disseminate scholarly work in and on post-compulsory educa-
Ɵon. ARPCE aims to promote and disseminate research in all forms of educaƟon available to those who are 
above the school leaving age. 

ARPCE believes that socially responsible, independent criƟcal research into post-compulsory educaƟon is a pow-
erful force to influence students, teachers, employers, administrators and policymakers in order to:   

· raise awareness of the intellectual, social, economic and poliƟcal value of research in post-compulsory 
educaƟon;  

· Improve the quality of research parƟcularly by supporƟng capacity building of pracƟƟoners to undertake 
research in their given sector; 

· provide examples of good pracƟce which support naƟonal and internaƟonal knowledge transfer; 

· criƟque current government policy in post compulsory educaƟon to help inform the development of fu-
ture policy; 

· support the development of the global ciƟzen with local and global responsibiliƟes. 

This conference therefore plays a key part in our work to help to achieve these objecƟves. As we find our feet in 
renewed social and professional spaces, conferences such as this offer a friendly and supporƟve environment in 
which to enter into discussion and extend the reach of all our work. The conference is deliberately designed to 
afford space and Ɵme for both aƩending sessions and for conversaƟon but also having space to think, I hope 
that in the beauƟful and  historic environment of Harris Manchester College, Oxford, you will have plenty of op-
portunity to meet old friends and make new ones, and that you will feel enthused and inspired by our present-
ers and parƟcipants.  

On behalf of ARPCE, a very warm welcome to all our delegates from overseas and the UK, and I hope you enjoy 
your stay with us.  

 

Gary Husband 

Chair, ARPCE.  

 



 

 

Friday Keynote 
 

Professor Ellen Boeren 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ParƟcipaƟon in adult learning and educaƟon: the need for an  
evidence-based research agenda  

              
 
This keynote presentaƟon will introduce the audience to an ongoing research project funded by UKRI’s Econom-
ic and Social Research Council (ESRC). The talk will highlight the inconsistencies in the available staƟsƟcs on par-
ƟcipaƟon in adult learning and educaƟon across the UK. Drawing on insights from a review of leading survey 
quesƟonnaires, it will reveal surveys’ variaƟons in operaƟonalising concepts such as formal, non-formal and in-
formal learning and differences in data collecƟon procedures and sampling approaches. The presentaƟon will 
open the floor to debates on the ongoing use of fuzzy concepts, the lack of uniform definiƟons on adult learning 
and educaƟon, the need for more detailed longitudinal data and analyses to esƟmate benefits of learning, and 
the quesƟon on how adults themselves conceptualise parƟcipaƟon in adult learning. This keynote contribute 
will present suggesƟons for building a stronger evidence-base around parƟcipaƟon in adult learning and educa-
Ɵon and will look forward to future work on the role of stakeholders’ views on the needs and usefulness of qual-
ity data.  
  
Ellen Boeren is Professor in EducaƟon at the University of Glasgow. She has a track record of funded work and 
publicaƟons in the area of adult educaƟon, notably around parƟcipaƟon and European comparaƟve work. El-
len’s porƞolio includes work with OECD, UNESCO and the European Commission. Between 2019 and 2022, she 
was editor of Adult EducaƟon Quarterly. In 2017, she won the Cyril O. Houle award for Outstanding contribuƟon 
to the adult educaƟon literature for her monograph ‘Lifelong Learning ParƟcipaƟon in a Changing Policy Con-
text: an Interdisciplinary Theory’. She is currently Principal InvesƟgator and an ESRC Standard Grant project on 
the staƟsƟcal evidence base on adult learning and educaƟon. 



 

 

 

Saturday Keynote 

 

Professor Kevin Orr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Further EducaƟon for? 

 

The English Further EducaƟon (FE) sector is central to many people’s lives. More 16-18 year-olds aƩend FE colleges 
than aƩend schools; colleges have enrolled younger students who are disaffected from school; and over 900,000 
adults take courses in FE colleges. FE is characterised by its breadth and diversity, which has also enabled other sec-
tors, especially universiƟes, to successfully maintain “their more focused missions” (Stanton et al., 2015, p. 69). The 
government’s expectaƟons of FE include supporƟng economic growth, addressing labour market needs, and widen-
ing access to educaƟon. The government also emphasises the sector’s social purpose and its capacity to transform 
lives, which are championed by many within the sector. Student outcomes, however, indicate that FE may simply 
reproduce inequality. Yet, perhaps above all, colleges have to provide courses that individual students choose to 
follow regardless of wider policy or economics. Given the sector’s broad and diverse purposes, this presentaƟon 
quesƟons whether English FE, and by implicaƟon similar sectors in other countries, challenges the status quo, or 
reinforces it. 

 

Kevin Orr is a visiƟng professor at Goldsmiths, University of London and at the University of Huddersfield. He is a 
former editor of the Journal of VocaƟonal EducaƟon and Training, and he was co-editor of the trilogy of books 
starƟng with Further EducaƟon and the Twelve Dancing Princesses (2015). His recent research has been on Degree 
ApprenƟceships and T Level qualificaƟons in England. 



Useful InformaƟon 

RegistraƟon 

RegistraƟon for the conference is between 10:00 and 12:00 on Friday 15th July. If you arrive aŌer this Ɵme or 
are visiƟng on another day, someone from the ARPCE commiƩee will be available to welcome you and provide 
you with your conference pack. 

Check in and check out for full board delegates 

If you have booked accommodaƟon at Harris Manchester College (all full board full weekend delegates) please 
check in at the university recepƟon (on right as you enter the main entrance), they will have all your accommo-
daƟon details and requirements. 

Check out needs to be completed by 9am on Sunday morning as the rooms need to be prepared for an incoming 
conference. When you go for breakfast please leave your bags in the Arlosh Hall where they can be collected 
aŌer lunch and the conference close. 
 

Meals:  

The food at Harris Manchester College is excellent and served in the magnificent surroundings of the Arlosh 
Hall. All meals are seated and as such there is a need to ensure that meal Ɵmes are adhered too. All dietary re-
quirements that we have been noƟfied of will be catered for at each meal. 

Breakfast: Served between 8 and 9 am (for full board delegates) 

Lunch: Served at the Ɵmes indicated in the conference schedule (all delegates) 

Evening meal: Served at 7pm in the Arlosh Hall for all full board delegates and those that have booked each 
meal separately. 

 

Social Media 

We will be tweeƟng using the hashtag #arpce24, please feel free to join in and share.  

Our TwiƩer account is @ARPCEresearch, please follow, we will follow you back! 

 
Useful Numbers: 

Gary Husband:  07872 056550 

Harris Manchester College:  01865 271006  

 

 

 



 

 

Sponsors/Thanks 

 

 

Events such as these would not be possible without the kind support of partners and the dedicated 
work of volunteers. I would like to thank the EducaƟon Training FoundaƟon and Edge FoundaƟon 

for their conƟnued support for this conference without whom we would not have been able to 
offer financial assistance to students and early career researchers.  I would also like to thank our 

long standing partners Taylor Francis who publish the ARPCE Journal of Research in Post Compulso-
ry EducaƟon. Their longstanding support for ARPCE ensures the ongoing publicaƟon of this highly 

regarded journal which is an invaluable resource to all working in this field.  

ARPCE is run by volunteers who dedicate their Ɵme to supporƟng the organisaƟon and  managing 
events such as this conference.  

This conference is dedicated to everyone who has come together to present, aƩend, volunteer, give 
keynotes, sponsor and run workshops and addiƟonal events, without whom we would not be able 

to parƟcipate in these spaces and benefit from the discussions, and collaboraƟons, that will un-
doubtedly   support us all in our ongoing work. 

Have a great conference 

Thank you to you all.  

Gary and everyone at ARPCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Programme 

 Friday 12th July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday 13th July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Sunday 14th July 

12:00—13.00 RegistraƟon and welcome 

13.00—13:40 Welcome and conference opening 

13:40—14:30 Opening keynote 

14:30—15:00 Room check in and coffee/tea/refreshments 

15:00- 16:30 Parallel session 1 
16.30 Close 
19.30—21.00 Evening meal for residents  

08:00 to 09:00 Breakfast (full board only) 

9:30 to 11:00  Parallel Session 2 

11:00 to 11:30 Coffee 

11:30 to 13:00 Parallel Session 3 

13:00 to 14:00  Lunch 

14:00 to 15:00  Keynote 2 

15:00 to 15:30  Coffee 

15.30—17.30 Parallel session 4 

17.30—19.00 Oxford historical walk 

17.30– 18.00 Professor Geoffrey Elliot—Publishing for ECRs 

19.30—21.00 Evening meal for residents (and booked conference dinner) 

08:00 - 09:00 Breakfast (full board only) 

09:00 –09:30 Check out by 9 am for full board delegates (luggage stored in Arlosh Hall) 

09:30—11:00  Parallel session 5 

11:00—11:30  coffee/tea/refreshments 

11:30 to 13:00  Parallel Session 6 

13.00 to 14:00 Lunch 

14.00 Conference close 



Parallel session 1: Friday 15:00 to 16:30 
 

                                          Room: Warrington 

 

Developing PracƟce through AcƟon 
Research 

Barking and Dagenham College 

 

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 

 

AI in the retenƟon of teachers in FE 

ETF Symposium  

  

Room: Maevadi Hall 

Chair—Kate Lavender 

Eve Rapley  - Flourish or fade? Using PracƟce 
Architectures (PA) to explore College Based HE 
(CBHE) teacher pracƟce  

Nadia Talukder—Teacher Training through ne-
goƟaƟon of faith idenƟty  

Jon Thedham—Stronger together: developing 
CollaboraƟve ForƟtude to challenge the narra-
Ɵve of individual resilience on shiŌing sands.  

Room: Poster PresentaƟon dis-
played in hallway 
 
Lorraine Syme-Smith—Moving On : CelebraƟng 
the accessibility of a professional development 
programme.  



 

Parallel Session 2: Saturday 09:30 to 11:00 

 

Room: Maevadi Hall 
Chair— Karima Kadi-Hanifi 
Howard ScoƩ and Adam Dwight—‘Tomorrow 
Never Knows’ - ArƟficial Intelligence in Educa-
Ɵon – automaƟon, enhanced agency and the 
ethics of preserving human teaching  

Ann Groll—A shared everyday life: socio-
collegial discursive spaces in post compulsory 
educaƟon. 

Eman Alsolami—DisrupƟng Monolingualism 
Through Enabling Translanguaging: Teacher-
Researcher CollaboraƟon in the Academic Eng-
lish Classroom  

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 
Chair—Geoffrey Elliot 
Huw Morris—hegemonic discourses used to jus-
Ɵfy and challenge expenditure on post-
compulsory educaƟon in the U.K. (1945-2024) 

Pat Jones—Why should teachers want their col-
lege to have outstanding financial health?  

Catherine Lloyd and Peter WolstencroŌ—
PotenƟal realised or opportunity missed? 20 
years since the Foster report.  

Room: Warrington 
Chair—Kerry ScaƩergood 
Sheraz Ahmad—Exploring Project Based Learn-
ing to accelerate learning and develop wider 
skills of ESOL students to help them become 
more resilient  

Charalampia Karagianni—‘Every teacher is a 
language teacher’: SupporƟng EAL students in 
the further educaƟon and skills sector 

Catherine Large  - Lessons learned from three 
decades of reform of vocaƟonal assessment in 
England, 1992 - 2024 

 

 

 



Parallel Session 3: Saturday 11:30 to 13:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room: Maevadi Hall 
Chair—Gary Husband 
Debbie Grace—Post-16 GCSE English and maths 
re-sit policy and pracƟce: what do we know and 
what can be done? 

Dana Dabous, Andrea Laczik & Josh Patel—
Exploring T Levels: learner profiles, experiences 
and percepƟons  

Harriet Griffey—GCSE Maths is holding me back! 
SupporƟng student progression to T Levels 

 

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 
Chair— Mark Hyde 
Sarabjit Borrill—The role of audio-video tech-
nology in mediaƟng teachers’ professional 
learning  

Oliver Cameron-Swan—Observe, Imitate, Modi-
fy, Transcend: capturing stages and processes in 
the development of art and craŌ pracƟces in 
vocaƟonal educaƟon contexts. 

Will Cossey—The Kaleidoscopes of EducaƟon: 
Teaching and Learning with VocaƟonal Film and 
Media Students in the Digital Age  

 

Room: Warrington 
Chair—Robin Simmons 
Craig Hammond & David Hayes —The CriƟcal 
EducaƟonal Theory of Herbert Marcuse  

Francine Warren—Routes to teacher confidence: 
pedagogical conversaƟons and other pathways to 
trainee teachers in post-compulsory educaƟon 
developing confidence.  

Abbie Cairns—The role of subject specific conƟn-
uing professional development for vocaƟonal 
teachers in further educaƟon: An arƟst-teacher 
in adult community learning perspecƟve.  

 

 



 

 

 

Parallel Session 4: Saturday 15:30 to 17:30 

 
 Room: Maevadi Hall 

Chair—John Keenan 
Frances Norton  - Thinking Through Doing: De-
veloping Transdisciplinary Competences using 
Connected Art PracƟce in InternaƟonal Learning 
Environments 

Caryn Swart—The Further EducaƟon Sector and 
it’s use of ArƟficial Intelligence –Can RegulaƟon 
Alleviate Concerns? 

Christopher Morris  - a new approach to lesson 
observaƟon in Further EducaƟon (FE) focusing 
on developmental teaching methodologies and 
collaboraƟve professionalism 

Neil Pierson -  Lived Experiences of Science Edu-
caƟon: exploraƟons of virtual and real science 
laboratories in Further EducaƟon  

 

 

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 
Chair—Kate Lavender 
Kate Lavender—Understanding (non)
parƟcipaƟon in university Higher EducaƟon 
throughout the lifecourse  

Susan McGrath—Academic Mainstream, Ap-
plied AlternaƟve? Arguing a case for ‘second 
chances’, real-world learning and rethinking 
assessment 

ChrisƟne Calder  - Enhancing our understand-
ing of professional idenƟty and learning among 
long serving college lecturers 

Chrysa Keung - MulƟlevel Factors ContribuƟng 
to Female and Male Adolescents’ ExpectaƟons 
of Pursuing Post-secondary EducaƟon  

 

Room: Warrington 
Chair— ChrisƟne Calder 
Sarah Downing—Life Through a Lens: Exploring 
how film can be used to increase student empa-
thy for mental health and wellbeing 

MarƟn Hoskin—What impact does the system-
aƟc empowerment of teacher agency have on 
professional development and the improvement 
of educaƟonal pracƟce?  

Charylnne Pullen & Sarah Boodt  - Networks: 
the grey zone between formal and informal pro-
fessional development?  

 

Tom Mudd —Character Building Builds Charac-
ter: Dungeons & Dragons in the Quest for GCSE 
English Success in the Realms of Further Educa-
Ɵon 

 

Extra session Warrington room 
17.30—18.15 

Professor Geoffrey Elliot—
Publishing for ECRs 



Room: Warrington 

Chair—Jonathan Tummons 

Jo Fletcher Saxon & Alistair Smith—If John Wick 
was a researcher - killing it with alternaƟve 
methods: podcasts, poetry, metaphors and mak-
ing art to understand people’s experiences.  

Jonathan Tummons—“What’s he wriƟng in 
there?” Standpoint, rapport and relaƟonal curi-
osity in ethnographies of workplace learning.  

Annie Pendrey—ReflecƟng upon your honesƟes 
and greeƟng the data in an InterpreƟve Phe-
nomenological Analysis  

 

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 
Chair—Beth CurƟs  
Lorna Loy  - Redefining teachers' conƟnuing pro-
fessional development in further educaƟon pro-
viders in England   

Louise Misselke—NavigaƟng IdenƟty and Pro-
fessionalism: VocaƟonal Lecturers in TVET in 
England  

Eddie Playfair—Further EducaƟon in England: a 
skills sector or a people’s sector?  

Room: Maevadi Hall 

Chair—Francine Warren 

Gavin Moodie & Leesa Wheelehan—Colleges as 
anchors of their communiƟes – agglomeraƟon 
and emergence  

Iryna Fox—How We Care? Exploring experienc-
es of developing caring relaƟonships with ma-
ture students in an online learning environment 

 

 

Parallel Session 5: Sunday 09:30 to 11:00 



Parallel Session 6: Sunday 11:30 to 13:00 

 

Room: Warrington 

Chair—Robin Simmons 

Robin Simmons—Post-Compulsory EducaƟon 
and Social Mobility in Britain’s Former Coalfield 
CommuniƟes: an Oral History  

Sarah Tomlinson—Bridging the Gap? A criƟcal 
appraisal of New Labour policy on socially ex-
cluded school leavers classified as NEET 

Alex Alexandrou - The CreaƟon, Development 
and Expansion of the Football and War Network 
and the Army Football AssociaƟon History Herit-
age Project: A Post-Compulsory IniƟaƟve with A 
Difference  

Room: Charles Wellbeloved 
Chair— Craig Hammond 
Rachel Arnold—Engaging the Disengaged: what 
happens when the teenagers become the ex-
perts?  

Beth CurƟs— Student and teacher lived experi-
ence of drama  assessment in Further EducaƟon 

Kerry Heathcote—Doing Data Differently: 
RecogniƟon of Homelessness as a Learner Char-
acterisƟc. An IntersecƟonal Approach to Inform-
ing and SupporƟng Social JusƟce for Learners in 
Further EducaƟon.  

 

 

Room: Maevadi Hall 

Chair—Kate Lavender 

Patricia Quashie—Post Compulsory EducaƟon as 
a gendered teaching environment – the experi-
ences of mother/teachers in a post-16 environ-
ment.  

Kerry ScaƩergood—Women’s stories: an explo-
raƟon of female adult literacy learners’ narra-
Ɵves and the importance of their roles as moth-
ers on their moƟvaƟons and aspiraƟons for 
learning  

Katherine Davey—Beyond the Promise of Social 
Mobility: What moƟvates working-class girls to 
apply to university? 

 



Journal of Research in Post Compulsory EducaƟon 

 Conference Special EdiƟon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that a special edition of the Journal of Research in Post Compulsory Education 
will be published in conjunction with the 5th ARPCE International Conference. Editors: Dr Gary Husband & Dr 

Kate Lavender. 

All delegates presenting papers at the conference are invited to submit their presented papers for consideration 
in the special edition. 

Please send completed articles to Dr Gary Husband by 15th September 2024, send to 
gary.husband@sunderland.ac.uk 

Please note the following: 

· Papers must have been presented at the conference  

· Standard length articles between 5000 to 8000 words 

· Journal information can be found here: https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rpce20/current  

· Special issue to be published 31st December 2024 

 


